VEGETATION MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

8.23.16

INTRODUCTION
Sea Crest is located in a unique coastal setting and counts amongst its amenities sweeping views of the
Pacific Ocean, the presence of a highly varied plant community, and abundant wildlife supported by the
ocean and surrounding forests. All these elements contribute to Sea Crest’s attractiveness and livability.
This coastal forest ecosystem consists of Sitka spruce, shore pine, western hemlock, red alder, and
Douglas fir, with an understory of smaller trees and shrubs including wax myrtle, cascara, red elderberry,
western rhododendron, salal, twinberry and evergreen huckleberry. Watercourses and damp areas are
marked by the presence of willows. A variety of ferns and the spectacular skunk cabbage or swamp
lantern are also seen here. As many as five distinct habitats exist in Sea Crest, including coastal bluff,
streamside (riparian), marsh, coastal forest, and even some grassland. Together they form an ecosystem
complex that nourishes many other life forms and has inherent value and rights for continued existence
apart from the pleasure that we derive from its presence.
Considering this, a logical goal is to strive for a chemical free environment to avoid adverse effects on
humans and wildlife (see Appendix C).
Sea Crest is a wet area with a high water table and numerous springs, marshes, and streams. Debris flow
and mudflow material commonly underlies the steep eastern portion of the area and extends onto the
flatter area and even to the cliff face to the north. A densely vegetated surface, with its surface litter
grading down into humus, will protect the soil from surface erosion by protection of the underlying
material and by the absorption of moisture. Root systems of trees and other vegetation will also bind soil
and materials beneath, increasing their stability and limiting the possibility of debris flows. Vegetation,
due to transpiration by leaves, will cause roots to draw water out of the soil, further stabilizing it.
GUIDING PRINCIPLES
The beauty of Sea Crest lies in its combination of forest, abundant wildlife and dramatic views of the
ocean, all of which contribute to this community’s unique character. Views, which contribute to the
visual environment of the community, include nearly anything one can look upon with pleasure. They
can be man-made (such as nearby homes or planted gardens) or natural elements such as the forest,
changing sky, shrubs, streams and ocean.
It is the intent of these Vegetation Management Guidelines to promote balance among all these elements
by preserving views of the ocean, compatible growth of trees and other vegetation, and controlled
maintenance of common areas throughout Sea Crest. Our guiding principles are:
•

Preserve the uniqueness of Sea Crest by maintaining a balance among views of the ocean and
other vistas, forested areas and lush vegetation.

•

Keep the community safe and attractive.

•

Maintain public viewing areas and trails so that all Owners may enjoy them.

•

Be sensitive to multiple needs of different Owners.
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•

Maintain natural appearance of trees. Refer to Appendix D/Pruning for detailed information

GUIDING PROCEDURES
To achieve these goals, the following overall procedures will apply:
•

The VMC will maintain a 5-year landscaping plan in consultation with a certified arborist to
balance short-term and long-term vegetation management projects. In year four, a new plan will
be generated.

•

The VMC will keep streams free of debris and overgrowth to maintain water flow.

•

Following significant removal of trees or other vegetation in Common Areas, appropriate native
vegetation may be planted. Each case will be individually reviewed.

PRIVATE PROPERTY
As noted in the Guiding Principles above, creation of a “view” shall not be construed to mean an
unobstructed panoramic vista. For the purpose of these Guidelines, “materially impair” is further clarified
to mean a significant reduction in the quality of the view from another Owner’s home. The Architectural
Committee or Board of Directors shall not require trimming or removal of trees and other vegetation to
create a view that did not previously exist for another Owner’s home. This situation can only be resolved
through mutual agreement between Owners.
An Owner wishing to trim a tree or other vegetation for the purpose of a view may request reasonable
cooperation from a neighboring Owner. Owners are encouraged to work together in a fair manner;
however, no Owner shall have the right to enforce a new view corridor through the property of another
Owner. Conversely, no Owner shall have the right to plant vegetation on his property that will materially
impair the view of another Owner, and shall maintain vegetation on his property in a responsible manner
as defined in these Guidelines. To this extent, some trees and other vegetation will have to be pruned or
removed from time to time on Owner lots.
All parties shall consider any potentially adverse effects of pruning, which could cause the disfigurement
or death of any tree or other vegetation. In many cases, a certified arborist should be consulted to
determine if a tree is a candidate for trimming and how best to perform the task. No tree or other
vegetation shall be removed that would adversely affect drainage or erosion control. Trees and other
vegetation shall be maintained in a clean, attractive and natural manner and to eliminate fire or other
potential hazards.
All aspects of these Guidelines are to be applied to Sea Crest as it exists at the time of their
implementation.
The following categories are established to distinguish among various situations involving trees and other
vegetation potentially or currently materially impairing the view of another Owner.
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Pre-existing Trees, shrubs and other vegetation
Upon implementation of these Guidelines regarding an existing Property Owner, all trees on his property
shall be designated at that time to fall into the categories below. In reference to future property purchases,
a pre-existing tree is defined as one that existed on the date a property was purchased. A Property Owner
is defined as the person who owns the tree in question. A Requesting Owner is defined as the person who
wishes to improve a view or is concerned about a future view.
Careful consideration of this topic has concluded that once a tree has grown to 20 feet, it has reached a
critical height that makes it extremely difficult and expensive to maintain. A height exceeding 20 feet
would normally require the costly services of a professional tree-trimming expert. From that point on, the
only practical and less costly options are thinning or windowing. It is therefore obvious that an Owner
should maintain his trees at a height that allows easy access. Height measurement will be determined
from ground level at the base of the tree.
The responsibilities defined herein apply to both undeveloped and developed lots. There are four
situations that pertain to pre-existing trees, shrubs and other vegetation according to whether or not it is
materially impairing the view of another Owner at the time of purchase.
•

A tree has not grown to the point of materially impairing the view of another Owner and is
less than 20 feet in height

Under this circumstance, it is a Property Owner's responsibility to maintain the tree at his expense so that
it will not materially impair the view of another Owner. It is in the Property Owner's best financial
interest to maintain that tree at an easily accessible height.
•

A tree has not grown to the point of materially impairing the view of another Owner and is
over 20 feet in height

If a Requesting Owner is concerned about a future view and the parties reach an agreement, any expense
incurred shall be paid for by the Requesting Owner. If a Property Owner objects to work being performed
on a tree that falls under this category, the Board of Directors shall attempt to facilitate an agreement
between the Owners but shall not enforce any modification.
•

A tree has already grown to a height and width to materially impair the view of another
Owner

If a Requesting Owner wishes to improve a view and the parties reach an agreement, the Requesting
Owner shall pay for any expense incurred. If a Property Owner objects to work being performed on a tree
that falls under this category, the Board of Directors shall attempt to facilitate an agreement between the
Owners but shall not enforce any modification.
•

Shrubs and other vegetation

It is a Property Owner's responsibility to maintain shrubs and other vegetation at his expense so that they
will not materially impair the view of another Owner.
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New Home Construction
The Architectural Committee shall approve all plantings for new homes after review and concurrence by
the Vegetation Management Committee. An Owner shall have the responsibility to maintain any tree or
other vegetation that is included in an approved landscape plan at his expense to not materially impair the
view of another Owner at any time in the future. The Architectural Committee shall only approve
landscape plans that incorporate vegetation easily maintained so as to not materially impair the view of
another Owner.
Purchase of an Existing Home
Consistent with the Pre-existing Trees, Shrubs and Other Vegetation section, an Owner shall have the
responsibility to maintain the landscaping that exists at the time of purchase of an existing home at his
expense so as to not materially impair the view of another Owner.
Landscape Modification of an Existing Home
The Architectural Committee and Vegetation Management Committee shall approve substantial
modifications of the landscaping for existing homes. The plants recommended in Appendix A are an
excellent resource. Planting of invasive species identified in Appendix B is prohibited.
Volunteer Vegetation
Volunteer vegetation is defined as a tree or other vegetation, which grows naturally on an Owner’s
property without having been planted. The Owner shall maintain this vegetation with the same
responsibilities as outlined under the Purchase of an Existing Home and Pre-existing Trees, Shrubs and
Other Vegetation categories.
Trees
It is recommended that Owners avoid planting any trees or shrubs where subsequent growth will impact
views of other residents. Consider using widely available dwarf varieties.
COMMON AREAS
Eventually, Sea Crest will be fully developed with homes and, in doing so, the majority of the existing
trees and other vegetation on Owner lots will be removed. A large part of the value of Sea Crest lies in its
appeal as a quality development in a semi-forested natural setting and the ability of residents to partake of
much of that nature just outside their doors. To that end, every effort shall be made to save native
vegetation in these areas, and any restoration needed shall be done with native plants to maximize wildlife
habitat.
The following categories are established to distinguish the distinct Common Areas located within Sea
Crest. Each area shall be maintained in accordance with its own special requirements at the expense of the
HOA for the enjoyment and benefit of the entire community. The Landscape Contractor under the
supervision of the Board of Directors shall carry out all maintenance activities. All Owners are
specifically forbidden to carry out any work in the Common Areas for their personal benefit or to direct
any Contractor to carry out work thereon unless otherwise approved by the Board. The Board of
Directors may approve special community projects in Common Areas from time to time.
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Bluff Area
The bluff area has the unique benefit of providing the irreplaceable picturesque framing of views of the
Pacific Ocean through the natural tree setting. These trees shall be maintained in their natural state. Even
the dead branches provide perches for the resident eagles and ospreys that have been observed there.
Furthermore, the root systems of the trees and salal are critical elements necessary to prevent bluff
erosion due to surface water runoff. This area will be reviewed at three-year intervals and maintained
accordingly so as to minimize view impairment without incurring excessive maintenance costs.
Maintenance of this area shall be as follows:
•
•
•
•

Trimming of vegetation to maintain view from the bench areas
Trimming of twinberries and other vegetation to a height of 4 feet on the ocean side and to
maintain visibility on the non-ocean side (maximum 6 feet)
Removal of volunteer trees to prevent deterioration of current ocean views
Thinning where appropriate for tree health, ecosystem protection, fire hazard, safety, and removal
of invasive species

Alder Trail / Hemlock Park
This area extending along the Alder Trail between Sea Crest Place and Sea Crest Way with Hemlock Park
at its midpoint features red alder, hemlock, salal, and other vegetation. The alder, a beneficial tree to our
ecosystem, replenishes nitrogen to the soil washed away by rainfall, and improves soil fertility for future
growth of conifers. Providing valuable nesting sites for birds and resources for seed-eating birds, insects,
and mammals are additional attributes of this important but much maligned tree. This area shall be
maintained in its natural state and exempt from trimming or removal of trees or other vegetation for view
consideration.
Maintenance of this area shall be as follows:
•
•

Removal of volunteer trees
Thinning of small trees and other vegetation where appropriate for ecosystem protection, fire
hazard, safety, and removal of invasive species

Contiguous Common Area at Clubhouse, Pond and Tennis Courts
The contiguous Common Area around the clubhouse and tennis courts located between Lots 7 and 24
consists of vegetated garden areas and an open forest area. This area shall be maintained in such a manner
as to provide filtered views for Owners while at the same time taking into consideration the screening of
the Inn, sewer treatment facility and other buildings that is provided by the trees.
Maintenance of this area shall be as follows:
•
•
•

Removal of volunteer trees
Removal of invasive species to the extent practical
Ivy remaining for hillside erosion control shall be maintained to prevent invasive encroachment
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Hillside Common Area running east/west of Sea Crest Court
The Common Area on the hillside running east/west of Sea Crest Court consists of a mixture of forested
hillside, open grassland and native vegetation. This area shall be maintained in its natural state. Thinning
and height control shall be done in such a manner so as to provide filtered views for the surrounding
Owners.
Maintenance of this area shall be as follows:
•
•
•

Removal of volunteer trees
Removal of invasive species to the extent practical
Thinned to assist in the prevention and spread of forest fires

Trail System
Sea Crest’s unique trail system allows residents and visitors alike to enjoy the natural beauty that abounds
within the confines of the community. In particular, the Ocean View Trail provides panoramic views of
the ocean and the opportunity to see Bald Eagles, Osprey and shore birds. Fully mature trees represent 60
to 200 years of growth and provide habitat for many varieties of songbirds and small animals. Numerous
springs gurgle along the trail system, enhancing the beauty of our natural areas. As Sea Crest grows, these
trails and common areas will have even greater importance in maintaining the natural beauty that exists
here.
Maintenance of this area shall be as follows:
•
•

Trimming along the trail system as needed to permit unobstructed passage
Keep surface clear of weeds

UNDEVELOPED LOT MAINTENANCE
Maintenance responsibilities apply to both undeveloped and developed lots.
Neighbors of an undeveloped lot that obstructs their view or looks unattractive may be willing to assume
the cost of cleaning it up. In these instances, Requesting Owners may make private arrangements with
that Owner.
All vegetation removal must be in accordance with the CC&Rs. Any agreement to trim or remove trees
must be approved by both the Architectural Committee and the VMC before work is initiated.
Undeveloped lots shall be maintained in keeping with the overall appearance of Sea Crest as a whole by
ensuring that vegetation does not overgrow lot lines, controlling invasive species, minimizing fire and
safety hazards and maximizing soil stability. Avoiding a clear-cut appearance is also necessary. An
important objective is to progressively reduce the English ivy area and ultimately eliminate it completely.
Refer to Appendix B: Invasive Species.
•

All lots will require maintenance as determined by the VMC. Lot owners will receive a letter
outlining the maintenance work required on their individual lot. Primary emphasis will be on
removal of invasive species, such as English ivy, Scotch broom, and Himalayan blackberry.
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•

The HOA will maintain a strip, approximately 8 feet in width, along the roadside curbing in the
front of undeveloped lots. This is intended to provide a neat appearance and to ensure that
drainage pathways remain open. Lot owners are responsible for keeping vegetation clear of that
strip and ensuring that no vegetation overhangs the roadway to a minimum height of 14 feet.

•

A canopy of native trees, shrubs, and ferns must be maintained in order to shade out blackberry
brambles, Scotch Broom and to stabilize the soil.

•

Marking smaller native plants to be saved before brush cutting is done is advisable.

•

Limiting the use of herbicides is strongly recommended. It is difficult to target undesirable plants
while maintaining beneficial native trees and shrubs. Herbicides must not be used where they
may contaminate a watercourse.

•

English ivy must be prevented from climbing trees and shrubs. If ivy already exists on trees and
shrubs, an effective control method is to trim ivy at chest height, remove it from the tree below
that level and cut away from base of tree. The remaining “ropes” of ivy attached to the tree trunk
will die due to separation from the roots.

•

The landscape contractor carrying out maintenance work on a lot shall be provided with these
guidelines and an initial “walk through” will be conducted to clarify the above recommendations.

HERBICIDES
Appendix C: Sustainable Gardening gives practical gardening techniques that reduce maintenance by
suppressing weeds and enhancing plant health without the use of herbicides as a vegetation management
tool. An Owner who feels a need to use herbicides on his property is encouraged to notify adjacent
Owners that may be affected by such use. The Board of Directors shall notify all Owners of scheduled
herbicide use in the community by the landscape contractor in a timely manner. An Owner with
sensitivity or a health concern shall be able to request consideration from the Board of Directors.
Herbicides such as Round Up and Crossbow state on their label and in MSDS information that they are
not to be applied where surface water is present. As the trail system in Sea Crest is located mainly along
watercourses, the use of herbicides will be discontinued in those areas.
PROCEDURES
For Private Lots
The question of view impairment by trees or other vegetation on private lots can best be handled via an
amicable agreement between the Owners of the properties involved. It is the goal of these Guidelines to
strongly encourage such agreements without the need to revert to review by the Board of Directors.
If the parties reach an agreement to modify a tree or other vegetation by trimming, windowing or pruning,
no further action by the Board of Directors is required. If a tree has to be removed or replaced, the
requirements of the CC&R’s must be followed.
If the parties are unable to reach an agreement to modify a tree or other vegetation, the Requesting Owner
shall submit a written request to the Board of Directors. The Board of Directors shall attempt to facilitate
a resolution of the issues between the parties. If an agreement cannot be reached, the Board of Directors
shall review the matter for compliance with responsibilities as stated in these Guidelines.
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•

If compliance issues are found, the Board of Directors shall attempt to facilitate an agreement
between the Owners but shall not enforce any modification.

•

If no compliance issues are found and no resolution can be reached, the Board of Directors shall
not enforce any modification and the matter is then closed. The Board of Directors shall render its
decision no later than 60 days.

In all cases, the party responsible for payment of the work performed will be determined by the
obligations as outlined in the appropriate section as stated in the Guidelines.
The judgment of the Board of Directors is final.
For Common Areas
The VMC will consider the following when assessing whether a tree or other vegetation in a Common
Area should be trimmed or removed:
•

Health of tree or surrounding trees or other vegetation

•

Safety

•

Fire hazard

•

View enhancement, which must meet the following criteria:
•

Consider the effect on privacy, noise and light levels for immediate neighbors, as
well as potential exposure to undesirable views such as the sewer plant

•

Consider windowing instead of removal to balance the desire for both ocean views
and lush vegetation, and to avoid unintended consequences

•

A detailed plan of targeted trees and replacement plantings will be publicly available
in advance of doing the work

•

Priority will be given to work affecting a majority of Owners and will be subject to
budget considerations

Trimming of trees or other vegetation should align with standard practices pruning guidelines (see
Appendix D: Pruning Techniques).
Requests by Owners
For many Owners, uncontrolled growth in Common Areas impairs the ocean views they once had. In
these instances, Owners may contact the VMC to request its evaluation of the vegetation in question for
windowing or removal.
In no case is any Owner permitted to thin, window or remove a tree
or other vegetation in Common Areas on his or her own initiative.
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Small projects, such as trimming of vegetation that is encroaching onto an Owner’s lot, are permitted
without requiring approval.
For larger projects, such as windowing, tree removal, or extensive trimming, the following process will
apply:
•

Owner(s) initiate(s) request with VMC

•

VMC evaluates the site and all other Owners who may be affected

•

If the VMC approves the proposal, the Requesting Owner sends a written request to the Board of
Directors to discuss at the next scheduled BOD meeting

•

Request is presented in open forum at BOD meeting, with opportunity for discussion

•

If denied by the BOD, there is no further action. If approved by the BOD, Requesting Owners
have two options:
•

Wait for the VMC to fulfill the request as part of its maintenance schedule, recognizing
that projects affecting multiple owners will take precedence over those affecting only one
or a few owners.

•

Pay for approved work themselves. The VMC will schedule the work in a timely manner
and hire a licensed, bonded vendor. The HOA will bill the owner for the cost incurred.
Regardless of whether work is paid for by an individual or by the HOA,
All work must be supervised by the VMC at the time it occurs.

SPECIAL PROJECTS AND VOLUNTEER PARTICIPATION
Recognizing the expense of on-going maintenance, the VMC may from time to time organize a work
party for specific projects. These may include clearing debris, pulling weeds or other tasks. The VMC
will present the request to the BOD as an agenda item so that discussion can be held in public forum in
advance of doing the work. All volunteers will be required to sign a liability waiver.
IMPLEMENTATION
A Vegetation Management Committee consisting of a minimum of three members will implement these
Guidelines. The committee shall appoint a Chairperson, one member to supervise Landscape
Maintenance and one member to supervise Undeveloped Lot Maintenance. This Committee shall be
directly responsible to and appointed by the Board of Directors. The members will serve staggered terms.
The position of Chairperson will rotate to another member upon expiration of the term of the incumbent.
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APPENDIX A: RECOMMENDED PLANTS
Northwest Coastal Native
Plants
Conifers
Sitka spruce
Shore pine
Douglas fir
Western red cedar
Western hemlock
Broadleaf Trees
Vine maple
Red alder
Pacific dogwood
Cascara
Willow
Shrubs
Ocean spray
Salal
Twinberry
Oregon grape
Wax myrtle
Mock orange
Pacific ninebark
Red elderberry
Western spirea
Evergreen huckleberry
Red huckleberry
High bush cranberry
Pacific rhododendron
Red osier dogwood
Red flowering currant
Potentilla
Serviceberry
Wild lilac (ceanothus)
Ground Covers
Kinnikinnick
Wild strawberry
Coastal strawberry
Native ferns
Deer fern
Sword fern
Coastal shield fern
Wood fern
Lady fern
Maidenhair fern
Native Perennials
Common yarrow
Pearly everlasting
Red and blue columbine

Goats beard
Bunchberry
Bleeding heart
Beach daisy/aster
True geranium
Twinflower
Monkey flower
Oxalis
Saxifrage
Stonecrops
Checker mallow
Fringe cup
Western meadowrue
Trillium
Douglas aster
Honeysuckle
Lupine
Coast penstemon
Violets
Lewisia
Sea thrift
Iris: Douglas, Oregon

Non-natives which do well
in our coastal conditions
Shrubs & Perennials
Heaths and heathers
Hydrangea
Parahebe
*Hebe
Ninebark varieties
Black elderberry varieties
Rockrose
Ceanothus
*Hardy fuchsia
Rhododendron
*Azalea
Spirea
Astilbe
Viburnum (evergreen)
New Zealand flax
Strawberry tree “Compacta”
*Penstemon
*Lavender
Crocosmia ‘Lucifer’
Cotoneaster
Rosemary
*Sedge
Ornamental grasses

Erigeron
Trees
Strawberry tree
*Juniper
Dwarf conifer varieties
Mugo pine
Japanese black pine
Bosnian pine
Pacific silver fir
Juniper varieties
Korean fir
Japanese white pine
Serbian spruce
Japanese cryptomeria
False cypress, e.g.Hinoki
Ground covers
Ceanothus “Pt. Reyes”
*Juniper
Creeping raspberry
Spreading cotoneaster
*These plants have many
varieties, some of which are
not zoned for our coastal
climate. In general, plant
success increases with
distance from the ocean.

References: Sunset Western
Garden Book is the most
comprehensive reference for
all plants including those for
coastal gardens and for
vegetables. We are in
climate Zone 5 for this book.
Nursery plant tags show
USDA cold hardiness zones
(7 for us) or give minimum
temperatures.
Gardening in the Northwest,
A Sunset book.
www.sunsetbooks.com

APPENDIX B: INVASIVE PLANT SPECIES
Noxious, invasive species pose enormous economic and ecological threats to the State of
Oregon. Invasive species are defined by Oregon statute as non-native organisms that
cause economic or environmental harm and are capable of spreading to new areas of the
state. They threaten the continued survival of native plants, birds, fish and wildlife.
In Sea Crest, the three dominant invasive species are English ivy, which can form a thick
canopy layer that carpets the forest understory, climbs and smothers trees, encourages
tree rot, makes tree canopy heavier and more susceptible to windthrow, increases fire
hazards, and is known to harbor rats; Scotch broom, which changes soil nutrients, creates
fire hazards and can produce as many as 12,000 seeds per each mature shrub; and
Himalayan blackberry, which can form dense impenetrable thickets in moist forests and
displace native berries such as huckleberries, salmon berries and thimbleberries. Other
invasives observed in Sea Crest are Japanese knotweed, and policeman’s helmet.
We can do something to safeguard what we love about our natural areas and abundant
wildlife. The first step is to avoid planting or growing invasive plants. It is best to
remove them and replace with suitable non-invasive plants (see Appendix A). If complete
removal of English ivy is not possible, then containment will be necessary to prevent
spreading. This includes removal of flower heads so plants do not release seed, and not
allowing ivy to climb up trees. Where this is already the case, trim at chest height and
pull it off the tree below that level and cut away from base of tree.
Blackberry brambles can be controlled by digging out or cutting back the vines to ground
level in the spring and use boiling water on roots, or cover with heavy black plastic to
keep light from reaching new sprouts.
In our Common Areas, the goal is to prevent the spread of English ivy and other invasive
species and try to remove them on an incremental basis.

References: GardenSmart Oregon, a guide to non-invasive plants. Through photographs
and text, this booklet identifies invasives and offers alternatives that you can safely plant
and which protect the health and beauty of Oregon’s natural lands and waters.
Oregon Invasive Species Council at www.oregon.gov/OISC/ You can download or order
the above mentioned 54 page booklet at this website.
www.OPB-org/silentinvasion. Watch this program or purchase the DVD online. Find
out what and why invasive species are a problem in Oregon.
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APPENDIX B: INVASIVE PLANT LIST
Brooms and Gorse
Scotch broom – Cytisus scoparius, Portuguese broom – C. striatus, Spanish
broom – Spartium junceum, French broom – Genista monspessulana, Gorse –
Ulex europaeus
Butterfly bush – Buddleja (Buddleia) davvidii
English holly – Ilex aquifolium
European hawthorn or Oneseed hawthorn – Crataegus monogyna
Himalayan blackberry, Armenian blackberry – Rubus armeniacus, R. discolor, R.
procerus
Knotweeds
Japanese knotweed – Polygonum cuspidatum, Giant knotweed – P. sachalinense,
Himalayan knotweed - P. polystachyum and hybrids
English ivy and Irish ivy – Hedera helix, H. hibernica
Russian olive – Elaeagnus angustifolia
Spurge laurel – Daphne laureola
Tree of heaven – Ailanthus altissima
Bachelor’s button and knapweeds
Bachelor’s button, cornflower – Centaurea cyanus, Bighead knapweed –
C. macrocephala, Meadow knapweed – C. pratensis
Fennel – Foeniculum vulgare
Hawkweeds
Yellow hawkweed, Kingdevil hawkweed—Hieracium floribundum, Orange
hawkweed—
H. aurantiacum
Herb Robert and Shiningstar gereanium
Herb Robert or stinky Bob—Geranium robertianum, shining geranium or shining
crane’s bill--G. lucidum
Jubata grass, Purple pampasgrass – Cortaderia jubata
Pampas grass – Cortaderia selloana
Policeman’s helmet or Jewelweed – Impatiens glandulifera
Toadflaxes
Dalmatian toadflax – Linaria dalmatica
Yellow toadflax or Butter and eggs – L. vulgaris
Old man’s beard, Traveler’s joy – Clematis vitalba
Parrotfeather and Brazilian elodea, Giant waterweed
Parrot feather - Myriophyllum aquaticum
Brazilian elodea – Egeria densa
Purple loosestrife – Lythrum salicaria
Ribbongrass, Reed canarygrass – Phalaris arundinacea var. picta
Yellow flag iris, Yellow water iris – Iris pseudacorus
Poison hemlock – Conium maculatum
Creeping buttercup – ranunculus repens
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APPENDIX C: SUSTAINABLE GARDENING
A thoughtful balance between resources used and results gained
Sustainable gardening is a straightforward concept that requires only slightly more planning than
conventional gardening. A sustainable garden is one that thrives with minimal inputs of labor, water,
fertilizer and pesticides, so in the long term, much less labor and cost are required. A naturalistic garden
would be close in concept.
You can do a number of things to make your garden thrive. The first and most important concerns
the soil. Starting with soil that has the correct pH, good drainage, adequate fertility, and few weeds is a
critical first step.
The next step is to select plants adapted to the environmental conditions (sun, moisture, soil, and
temperature) of your site to ensure healthy plants and reduced maintenance. Consider using droughtresistant and native plants. (see Appendix A. Recommended Plants).
Covering bare soil with mulch leads to many garden benefits. The mulch layer reduces soil water
evaporation, runoff, and erosion thus allowing water to be used more efficiently. Reduced weed growth is
another benefit. Suppressing weeds eliminates the need for herbicide applications and reduces the
competition for water between weeds and desired plants.
Contrary to popular perception, gardening methods do have implications beyond one’s yard.
Properly selected plants and landscape features can reduce runoff and erosion and minimize need for
herbicide and fertilizer use.
Gardens thrive with good water quality practices. The same simple, practical techniques that
improve soil, beautify landscapes, reduce maintenance, and enhance plant health also can protect water
quality. The keys to protecting water quality are reducing the amount of potentially dangerous substances
introduced to the environment. Here in Sea Crest, there are numerous springs, seeps, and streams which
drain into the Marine Gardens, creating low tide fresh water tide pools, containing fish, seals, shore birds,
and numerous intertidal zone invertebrates and many seaweed species. Roundup and Crossbow, which are
the herbicidal sprays currently being used in Sea Crest, are not recommended for use in the vicinity of
water courses as stated on the product labels and in the Material Safety Data Sheets.
WEED MANAGEMENT WITHOUT HERBICIDES
In addition to the health concerns connected with the use of herbicides as a vegetation
management tool, the birds and other wildlife, which we all enjoy viewing, are parts of the ecosystems
which are affected by their use as well. Considering the natural resources we have here, an obvious goal
should be to attain a chemical free community.
Recognized Alternatives
• Use landscape cloth and mulches to discourage weeds
• Homemade spray of 1 qt. vinegar (pickling type is strongest), ¼ cup salt and 1 tbsp dish soap
will kill weeds in gravel, cracks in pavement, or along curbs. Use under dry and sunny
conditions to maximize effectiveness.
• Dig out blackberry brambles or cut back the vines to ground level in the spring and cover with
heavy black plastic to keep light from reaching new sprouts. You can also use boiling water
on roots, after cutting back.
• On undeveloped lots, leave a sufficient number of native trees and shrubs to produce shading.
Blackberry brambles and Scotch broom need sun to thrive.
• Radiant Heat Weeders are a promising solution to managing unwanted plants and can also
be used to control the spread of difficult plants like ivy.
• Use groundcover plants which spread and crowd out unwanted weeds. Many choices of
native and non-native varieties are listed in Appendix A.
References: NCAP – Northwest Coalition for Alternatives to Pesticides website: www.pesticide.org. Nonchemical Methods for
Removing Blackberry Plants, English ivy, etc.
Natural Gardening – published by The State of Oregon Department of Environmental Quality and recommends that people reduce or
eliminate the use of pesticides. Available at Newport OSU office.
Naturalistic Gardening by Ann Lovejoy, Sasquatch Books, Seattle, 1998. Available on Amazon.com.
Ocean Friendly Gardens, Surfrider Foundation’s brochure found online at www.surfrider.com
Sustainable Gardening: the Oregon-Washington Master Gardener Handbook, published by Oregon State University and Washington
State University Extension Services, with the Department of Agriculture cooperating
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Appendix D: Tree Pruning techniques
The goal of any pruning should be to maintain the long-term health, beauty, and safety of the tree.
Pruning should be done with an understanding of how the tree responds to each cut. Improper pruning
can cause damage that will last for the life of the tree, or worse, shorten the tree’s life.
Reasons for Pruning
Common reasons for pruning are to remove dead branches, to remove crowded or rubbing limbs, and to
eliminate hazards. Trees may also be pruned to increase light and air penetration to the inside of the
tree’s crown. View considerations are another common reason for pruning. In most cases, mature trees
are pruned as a corrective or preventive measure. However, heavy pruning can be a significant health
stress for the tree. Younger trees tolerate the removal of a higher percentage of living tissue better than
mature trees do. Sometimes the best solution is to remove the tree and replace it with a species that is
more appropriate for the site.
Pruning Techniques
CLEANING is the removal of dead, dying, diseased, crowded, weakly attached, and low-vigor branches
from the crown of a tree
WINDOWING opens up the tree by removing just a few lateral branches, creating windows through
which to see.
THINNING is the selective removal of branches to increase light penetration and air movement through
the crown. Thinning opens the foliage of a tree, reduces weight on heavy limbs, and helps retain the
tree’s natural shape. Weak, dead, or crossing branches
may be removed.
REDUCTION is used for reducing the height or spread of a tree and is best accomplished by pruning
back the leaders and branch terminals to lateral branches that are large enough to assume the terminal
roles (at least one-third the diameter of the cut stem). Compared to topping, reduction helps maintain the
form and structural integrity of the tree.
A SPECIAL NOTE: Topping is perhaps the most harmful tree pruning practice known. This
indiscriminate removal of a majority of a tree’s branches violates the accepted methods of proper pruning.
It actually creates a more dangerous tree! Topping also makes your tree prone to insect and disease
damage because improper cuts invite decay. Topping is expensive because it will not keep your tree
small unless repeated every year. (See REDUCTION above, as the favored alternative to topping).
REFERENCES:
• International Society of Arboriculture (ISA) www.treesaregood.org/treecare/pruning
• Oregon Department of Forestry, www.oregon.gov/ODF, under Forest Benefits click on Tree Care, Tree
Care Guides, click on “An Oregon Homeowner’s Guide to Tree Care”.
• OSU Extension Service, Masters Gardeners office, “Care and Pruning of Shore Pines”, by Rennie
Ferris of Ferris Landscaping – a 14 page booklet on all aspects of pruning Shore Pines. Available for pick
up at the Newport office at 1211 SE Bay Blvd. (541) 574-6534. (Not available online.)
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